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Abstract: 
Intergenerational educational mobility is characterized in two ways, the percentage of children who have more schooling than 
their parents, and the relative probability of the children attending university across their parents’ schooling levels. We find that 
from 1991 to 2011, following a major expansion in higher education in Hong Kong, there has been considerable 
intergenerational educational mobility. Immigrant children are very upward mobile; their percentage of upward mobility has 
caught up with that of the children of the Hong Kong born parents. Hong Kong born children of immigrant parents, the second 
generation immigrants, are also more mobile than the children of Hong Kong born parents. In terms of access to university 
education, there is also considerable intergenerational educational mobility. Even though children from better educated families 
continue to have higher probability of university attendance than children from less educated families, immigrant children again 
have higher mobility than Hong Kong born children. 
 
About the Speaker: 
Professor Liu Pak-wai received his AB from Princeton University, and MA and PhD from Stanford University. He is Research 
Professor of the Institute of Global Economics and Finance and Emeritus Professor of Economics. He was formerly 
Pro-Vice-Chancellor, Chairman of the Department of Economics, Professor of Economics and Founding Director of the Institute 
of Global Economics and Finance of The Chinese University of Hong Kong. He is currently Co-Director of the Hong Kong 
Economic Research Centre at The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Vice-President of East Asia Economic Association and 
Director of the Hong Kong Institute of Monetary Research of the Hong Kong Monetary Authority. His research interest spans the 
fields of applied economic theory, economics of uncertainty, labour economics, executive compensation, financial markets, 
Chinese economy and Hong Kong economy. 
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