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Educational Attainments
◆ Universal mandatory (publicly provided) 9-year education was introduced in China in 

1986.  Today, most young people have had at least 12 years of education, even though 
senior secondary education is still not yet mandatory (nor free).  It can be a significant 
financial burden for low-income families.

◆ The proportions of people with only primary education (the yellow line) or junior 
secondary education (the blue line) have already peaked and begun to decline.

◆ The tertiary enrolment rates of graduates of secondary schools rose from 24.6% in 1989 to 
94.5% in 2016.  This means almost everyone who wishes to attend a tertiary educational 
institution is now able to do so.  (However, the proportion of the population aged 18-22 that 
was enrolled in tertiary educational institutions in 2021 was only 57.8%, indicating that not 
everyone in that age cohort was able to complete senior secondary education, a pre-
requisite for formal university education.) 

◆ The proportion of the total population with tertiary education (the red line), which was only 
0.42% in 1964, rose to 15.47% in 2020, and is expected to increase further with time, given 
the massive expansion of tertiary educational enrolment since 1999.

◆ The rapid accumulation of human capital has enabled the success of China in 
manufacturing upgrading and advanced research, including artificial intelligence, in recent 
years. 

◆ However, China still lags behind developed countries in terms of human capital (see Chart).4
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The Number of Freshman Students Admitted

by Tertiary Educational Institutions, 1949-2024
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Average Number of Years of Education of the 

Population Aged 25 or Above (HDR)

7
0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

19
90

19
91

19
92

19
93

19
94

19
95

19
96

19
97

19
98

19
99

20
00

20
01

20
02

20
03

20
04

20
05

20
06

20
07

20
08

20
09

20
10

20
11

20
12

20
13

20
14

20
15

20
16

20
17

20
18

20
19

20
20

20
21

20
22

20
23

Mean Years of Schooling received by People Ages 25 and Older

China Germany

India Japan

Russian Federation United States



Early Childhood Education in Rural Areas

◆Geniuses can be found everywhere.  The story of the 

very productive collaboration between Prof. G. H. Hardy 

of Cambridge University and the Indian mathematician 

Srinivasa Ramanujan in early 20th Century is legendary.  

The late Chinese mathematician HUA Luogeng never 

attended senior high school.

◆Early childhood education provides young children in 

rural areas an early start physically, mentally and 

emotionally so that they may have the opportunity to 

realise their full potential eventually.
8
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